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CLERK AND RECORDER:
MANY CHANGES IN 2008

The Clerk and Recorder’s Offi ce serves the public in a         
variety of ways by providing motor vehicle registration, 

vehicle identifi cation number (VIN) inspections, document 
recording, marriage licenses, voter registration, and election 
services.  

For the convenience of her customers, Clerk and Recorder 
Linda Daley maintains offi ces in both Durango and Bayfi eld.  
Two of her three offi ces moved during 2008.  In February, the 
Motor Vehicle Registration Offi ce in Durango moved to 98 
Everett Street, Suite A in Bodo Park.  At this offi ce, the public 
can obtain license plates, have VIN inspections performed, 
and register to vote.  In September, the Bayfi eld Clerk’s Offi ce 
moved to the new Bayfi eld Town Hall, 1199 Highway 160B.  
This offi ce offers vehicle registration and voter registration.  
The Bayfi eld Marshall’s Offi ce in the Town Hall can perform 
VIN inspections, so the new location’s convenience is notable.

The main Clerk’s Offi ce, located in the County Courthouse, 
handles document recording, elections, voter registration and 
marriage licenses.  The Clerk and Recorder’s Offi ce recorded 
18,969 documents and issued 528 marriage licenses in 2008.  
The Clerk and Recorder maintains recorded documents 

COUNTY ASSESSOR 
VALUES PROPERTY WITH ACCURACY

The Bayfi eld Clerk’s Offi ce moved to the new Bayfi eld Town 
Hall in September, 2008.

such as deeds, maps, County resolutions, minutes of County 
Commissioner meetings and other historic documents for 
research and archival purposes.  Over 100 years of County 
Clerk records can be accessed in moments at one of the ten 
public viewing stations at the main offi ce in the County 
Courthouse.  

The Assessor’s Offi ce tackled many challenges in 2008 
appraising properties, tracking ownership changes, 

learning a new computer system and beginning to implement 
the assessment mechanism for the largest water district in the 
state, the La Plata Archuleta Water District.  

The appraisal staff fi nalized new construction values worth 
$284,550,880 including homes and commercial properties that 
were completed by January 1, 2008.  The total value of new 
construction was up from $274,114,980 in 2007.  The appraisal 
staff also conducted the reappraisal of 35,951 properties.  
This required the visitation of over 2,000 sales to verify 
property inventories for use in the reappraisal.  In May 2009, 
property owners will see the fruits of the reappraisal from 
the June 30, 2006 to the June 30, 2008 level of value.  This is 
the culmination of over two years of fi eld work and market 
analysis designed to fairly value all properties in La Plata 
County.

The administration staff completed 7,074 accounts that had 
a property ownership change, subdivision or new property 
creation and additionally implemented the new disabled 

veteran exemption program.  

Also in 2008, the Assessor’s Offi ce implemented new 
software.  The updated software has tools to collect fi eld data 
to help market analysis as the county continues to change and 
grow economically.  The newly updated Eagle web public site, 
at http://eagleweb.laplata.co.us provides not only property 
information but also has sorting capabilities for the more 
advanced public user.  

The oil and gas division implemented a system that accurately 
tracks over 3,000 miles of underground gas gathering and 
transmission pipe within the county for valuation purposes.  
This allows the oil and gas staff to, not only maintain equity in 
pipeline valuation between operations, but to ensure the value 
is in proper taxing districts.  

Citizens may visit the Assessor’s page on the County website 
at http://co.laplata.co.us/asr/asr.htm for easy access to forms, 
links, abstracts, and up-to-date property information.  Also 
available on the website are slideshow and video presentations 
explaining the assessment of property taxes.
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