
Growth Trends 

July 29, 2015 
La Plata County Planning Department 

Dan Murphy 



Introduction 

• “It Is the Duty of a County Planning Commission 
to Make and Adopt a Master Plan for the Physical 
Development of the Unincorporated Territory of 
the County.” 

 
• Advisory document which reflects the general 

vision and goals of the residents of La Plata 
County. 
 
 

 



Growth Trends 

• Worked collaboratively with numerous entities from around 
the County and State 
 

• Updated to reflect most recent U.S. Census Report (2010) 
 

• Integrated graphs that extrapolate  
information related to population  
and economic changes 

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010



Growth Trends 

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 

Bayfield 320 724 1,090 1,549 2,333 

Durango 10,333 11,649 12,349 13,922 16,887 

Ignacio 613 667 720 669 697 

Unincorporated* 7,933 14,607 18,035 27,801 33,529 

Total 19,199 27,647 32,284 43,941 53,446 

Historic County Population Levels: 1970-2010 

Source: Colorado Department of Local Affairs & U.S. Census Bureau 
* Includes Tribal and Non-tribal 
 



Growth Trends 
La Plata County Growth Trend: 1970 - 2010 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are consistently growing. 
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Bayfield, 4.4% 
Pop. 2,333 Durango, 31.6% 

Pop. 16,887 

 Ignacio, 1.3% 
Pop. 697 

Unincorporated, 
62.7% 

Pop. 33,529 

Source: Colorado Department of Local Affairs 

 

La Plata County Population Distribution, 2010 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bayfield grew from 3.5% to 4.4 % between 2000-2010
Ignacio fell from 1.5% to 1.3% between 2000-2010 (population in 1970 =613, 2010=697)
Durango fell from 31.7% to 31.6% between 2000-2010
Unincorporated fell from 63.3% to 62.7% between 2000-2010
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Average annual population growth of 2.4% between 2000-2010
Most federal agencies (ie Census, Labor Stats) consider 2.5% “significant”
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Population Forecast:  Colorado & LPC 
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Questions? 
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