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LA PLATA COUNTY 
“ADOPT A COUNTY ROAD” 

ROADSIDE CLEANUP PROGRAM 
 
 

Thank you for your interest in the “Adopt A County Road” roadside cleanup program.  It’s a great way to 
keep county roads litter-free, preserve our environment and demonstrate your civic pride!   
 
 
Policies and Procedures: 
 

1. Any club, organization, family or individual within La Plata County may adopt a county 
road by completing the attached Application/Agreement Form and returning it to the La 
Plata County Road and Bridge Division, 1365 South Camino del Rio, Durango, CO 
81303.  La Plata County reserves the right to use its discretion in selecting adopting 
organizations. 

 
2. Before your organization or an individual begins cleaning up your section of roadway, all 

participants must view the Methamphetamine Lab Waste video (attached) in which the 
organization leader/clean-up coordinator will sign in agreement to on the 
Application/Agreement Form.  If web access is available, please visit our web page at:  
http://www.coloradodot.info/programs/adopt-a-highway/safety-videos.html 

 
3. Organizations or individuals are requested to accept a minimum of two miles of road (or 

in the case of a road that is four miles in length or less, we ask that the 
organization/individual accept the entire road). 

 
4. A designated Organization Leader or Cleanup Coordinator will be required for each 

organization or individual to serve as the liaison with the La Plata County Adopt-a-
County Road Program Coordinator.  The Organization Leader/Cleanup Coordinator will 
be responsible for signing the Application/Agreement Form, scheduling cleanup dates, 
obtaining supplies from the Road and Bridge Division and ensuring compliance with the 
cleanup and safety procedures. 

 
5. Roadside clean up should occur at least twice a year – once in the spring and once in the 

fall.  (Note:  on heavily traveled roads, it is advisable to do one summer clean up as 
well.)  If road side clean up is neglected for a period of one year or more, the organization 
or individual will be dropped from the program.  If an organization/individual chooses to 
terminate their commitment, it must be in writing. 

 
6. La Plata County will place two “Adopt a Road” signs (one in each direction) on the 

adopted road, which will indicate the number of verified miles assigned to the 
organization or individual, as well as the organization’s or individual’s name.  La Plata 
County will provide and place the signs free of charge when the work schedule allows.  
Additional signs may be installed at the discretion of the Traffic Team Leader. 

 

http://www.coloradodot.info/programs/adopt-a-highway/safety-videos.html
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7. The Adopt-a-County Road participants must be aware of the hazardous nature of the 
work to be performed and take full responsibility for any injury that could occur while 
working along the roadway. Your organization leader/clean up coordinator will be 
required to submit a signed and notarized Release of Liability Form (copy attached) for 
each participant.  

 
8. The County will provide orange trash bags and orange safety bibs free of charge.  It will 

be the responsibility of the organization or individual to collect the trash bags and 
transport them to the Bayfield, Bondad or Marvel Convenience Centers for disposal.  La 
Plata County will pay the disposal fee; the convenience center operator will know to 
accept them without charge to you or your organization. 

 
9. Participants must be at least 12 years old.  An adult (18 years or older) must supervise for 

groups with members less than 16 years old.  At least one adult is required for every five 
participants less than 16 years old. 

 
 
 

If you have any questions, please call 382-6412, or 
e-mail roxanna.sinnig@co.laplata.co.us  

La Plata County Road and Bridge Division

mailto:roxanna.sinnig@co.laplata.co.us�
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LA PLATA COUNTY 

“ADOPT A COUNTY ROAD” 
ROADSIDE CLEANUP PROGRAM 

APPLICATION/AGREEMENT FORM 
 

 
Organization / Participant’s Name ____________________________________  
 
Address _________________________________ 

 _________________________________  

Organization Leader/Clean-up Coordinator ______________________________ 

Telephone / Cell Number   ______________    ______________  

 
Our organization would like to adopt approximately _______ miles of CR _______ for 

cleanup from (specify location/block/mile marker) ______________________ 

__________________________________________ to (specify location/block/mile marker) 

____________________________________________. 
Our organization agrees to: 
 

• Perform a spring and fall cleanup of the road. 
• Submit a notarized release of liability form to the Road and Bridge Division for each cleanup 

participant (unless there is one already on file for the participant). 
• Ensure all participants view the Methamphetamine Lab Waste video and provide copies of 

the brochure entitled “What is the Meth Lab ISA (Initial Site Assessment) Checklist” to 
each participant to review prior to the commencement of work.  Promptly notify local law 
enforcement (911) or CDPHE 24-hour spill line (1-877-518-5608) if any participant suspects 
the presence of a meth lab or waste materials during the course of the clean up. 

• Obtain orange trash bags and orange safety bibs from the Road and Bridge Division. 
• Have each participant wear an orange safety bib on cleanup day. 
• Collect and dispose of the trash bags at the Bayfield, Bondad or Marvel Convenience 

Centers. 
 

I have read and agree to the policies and procedures for the La Plata County Adopt-a-
County Road Program.   
 

Name ________________________   Title _______________________ 

Date   _________ 
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LA PLATA COUNTY ADOPT-A-COUNTY ROAD 
ROADSIDE CLEANUP PROGRAM 

RELEASE OF LIABILITY 
 

 
WHEREAS, La Plata County Government (County) recognizes the need and 

desirability of litter-free County roadways, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Undersigned Participant (Participant) would like to perform 
cleaning activities adjacent to a County roadway on a voluntary basis, and  
 

WHEREAS, Participant is aware of the hazardous nature of the work which is to 
be performed and desires to take full responsibility for its agents, employees and 
members for acts which occur during roadside cleanup activities. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual premises and promises 
herein contained, the parties agree as follows: 
 
1) County shall allow Participants to perform cleaning activities upon County land adjacent to a 

County roadway. 
 
2) Participant releases County from any claims arising from roadside cleaning activities. Participant, 

for itself, its agents, employees, members, hereby agrees to defend, save and hold harmless County, 
or any of its departments, agencies, officers or employees from all cost, damage and liability 
incurred by any of the above and from other damage, cost and liability to any person or property 
whatsoever, which is caused by any activity, condition or event arising out of Participant’s, its 
agents’, employees’ or members’ cleaning activities upon County land.  Indemnification is intended 
to extend to all such claims, irrespective of whether they are covered by insurance.  The above cost 
incurred by County, or any of its departments, agencies, employees or officers shall include, in the 
event of legal action, court costs, expenses of litigation and reasonable attorney’s fees. 

 
3) Participant shall conduct cleaning activities on a voluntary basis and not as an employee, agent or 

contractor of the County.  It is expressly agreed and understood that the status of Participant is, 
and shall remain, a separate and distinct entity from County and is not that of an employee of La 
Plata County or the State of Colorado and, as such, is not subject to the provisions of the personnel 
systems of either La Plata County or the State of Colorado.  The business operations of the 
Participant shall in no way combine with the business operations of the County.  Participant shall 
have no authority, express or implied, to bind State or County to any agreements, settlements, 
liability or understanding except as expressly set forth herein. Participant is engaged in an 
independent trade, occupation, profession or business and is qualified to perform the cleanup 
activities pursuant to this Agreement.  County shall rely upon Participant’s expertise and 
Participant is free from control and direction by County in performance of roadside cleanup 
activities.  County shall not provide any training to the Participant, nor oversee the actual work, 
nor instruct Participant as to how the cleaning activities will be performed.  Participant is not 
entitled to worker’s compensation benefits or unemployment insurance benefits unless paid 
for by Participant.  Participant is responsible for complying with all employment laws and 
insurance laws relating to its employees.  Participant agrees to acquire and maintain throughout 
the term hereof, sufficient liability insurance to fully perform its obligations hereunder. 

 
4) This written Agreement is the entire agreement between the Parties.  Any and all prior or 

contemporaneous statements, understandings not contained herein shall be of no further force and 
effect. This Agreement may not be amended except in writing and signed by both Parties. 
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Print Name of Organization:  _______________________________________                                                                          
 
Print Name of Participant:     _______________________________________                                                                     
 
Signature of Participant:   ________________________________________                                                                       
 
 
IF PARTICIPANT IS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE: 
 
Print Name of Legal Guardian:  _____________________________________                                                                          
 
Signature of Legal Guardian:  _______________________________________                                                                          
 
STATE OF COLORADO   ) 

) ss. 
COUNTY OF LA PLATA   ) 
 
The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ______, 20___, by 

_____________________________________.   My Commission Expires:  _____________. 

 
____________________________________ 

Notary Public 
Distribution:  Road & Bridge 
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ADOPT-A-COUNTY ROAD 

Cleanup and Safety Procedures 

 
1. Participants should meet at a designated area outside their cleanup area to 

review cleanup and safety procedures. 
• Group Leaders are responsible for ensuring compliance with Cleanup and 

Safety Procedures 
• Group Leaders are responsible for reviewing the Group Leader Checklist 

with participants. 
 

2. Always wear furnished orange safety vests. 
• This vest is to provide motorists with the ability to see the participants and 

is necessary for the participant’s safety. 
 

3. Stay off the traveled way wherever possible 
• The participant’s should be off the pavement and in the shoulder area for 

maximum safety when working. 
• Divide into two groups to patrol both sides of the road at one time and 

minimize crossing the roadway. 
 

4. Groups with members younger than 16 years old must be supervised by adults 
18 years or older (one adult for every five participants under the age of 16). 
• All participants MUST be at least 12 years of age. 
• In order to avoid a dangerous situation, children must be supervised by an 

adult. 
 

5. Please leave your pets at home. 
 
 

6. Park vehicles away from area to be cleaned. 
• Vehicles parked along the roadside in the cleanup area causes participant’s 

to walk in the roadway, creating a dangerous situation. 
• Carpooling is an effective way to reduce the number of vehicles at the site 

and also conserves energy and minimizes pollution. 
• Park as far off the road as possible. 

 
7. Observe all pedestrian laws and safety practices. 
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• This includes, but is not limited to, facing oncoming traffic when walking 
along shoulders, looking both directions before crossing, crossing at 
corners when possible, etc. 

• Stay away from construction sites, county maintenance activities, bridges, 
ramps and intersections. 

• Cleanup activities should be performed off the roadway only.  Do not 
perform cleanup activities in the roadway itself. 

• Appoint a spotter to observe traffic conditions when working near 
roadway or a narrow shoulder. 

• Remember, this is for your protection. 
 

8. Keep filled litter bags off of pavement in shoulder area. 
• Large items such as tires, lumber or other items that will not fit into the 

plastic litter bags should be placed along side of the road.  Please do not 
put these items on the paved surface. 

 
9. Notify the Sheriff’s Department immediately in case of emergency.  Dial 911 

in case any emergency arises. 
 

10. Please be courteous to drivers. 
• Being discourteous to drivers only creates more problems and can 

endanger other workers in the area. 
• Never distract motorists with horseplay or abrupt, erratic movements. 
• If a situation arises where a motorist is creating problems for the 

operation, notify the Sheriff’s Department immediately at 970 385-2900.  
Do not take the law into your own hands. 

 
11. Dress appropriately for the weather and take necessary precautions.  Clothing, 

liquids and protection from the elements are all vital for a safe and healthy 
day.  Wearing gloves is recommended. 

 
12. Large groups should be divided into teams of 12 or fewer members. 

 
13. Litter pickup may be performed only during daylight hours and in good 

weather conditions.  Avoid peak traffic hours and abndon activity in the event 
that weather turns inclement during a clean up. 

 
14. Alcoholic beverages and drugs and prohibited at all times. 

 
15. Participants should avoid potentially dangers/hazardous materials or any 

object found in the right-of-way that appears to be of questionable nature.  
Such items include dead batteries, animal carcasses, syringes, discarded 
condoms and any containers with unknown substances.  These items should 
be reported to the Road and Bridge Division and personnel will remove the 
substance. 
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ADOPT-A-COUNTY ROAD 

Group Leader Check List 

 
 
Before Every Cleanup: 
 

____ 1. Notify the Adopt-A-County Road Program Coordinator (970 382-
6412) of cleanup date. 

 
____2. Check County’s website at 

co.laplata.co.us/rb/roadsidecleanup.html for any updates or 
additional information to share with your group. 

 
____3. Notify your group of a meeting place and time. 
 
____4. Before your scheduled cleanup, pick up supplies. 
 
____5. Walk or drive your road segment prior to meeting with your group 

to note construction areas and other hazards.  Share this 
information with your group in your safety talk. 

 
____6. Remember to bring a first aid kit, plenty of water and directions to 

the nearest hospital. 
 

At the Meeting Place: 
 
 ____1. Take a head count; divide into teams as appropriate.  Each team 

must have a Team Leader assigned. 
 
 ____2. Make sure there is one adult for every five participants under 16 

years of age and that all participants are at least 12 years of age. 
 
 ____3. Hand out safety vests and the “What is the Meth Lab ISA 

Checklist?”  
 
 ____4. Ensure that participants are not under the influence of drugs or 

alcohol. 
 
 ____5. Review the Cleanup and Safety Procedures with the group.  This 

must be done before every cleanup. 
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At the Cleanup Site, Group Leaders should: 
 
 ____1. Check that cars are parked as far off the roadway as possible. 
 
 
 
After the Cleanup: 
 
 ____1. Collect safety vests. 
 
 ____2. Collect and dispose of litter bags at either the Marvel, Bayfield or 

Bondad Landfills. 
 
 ____3. Thank all participants for their hard work and community service. 
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