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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

COUNTY OF LA PLATA, STATE OF COLORADO 

 

ORDINANCE NO.  O-2016-01 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 

LA PLATA COUNTY, COLORADO REPEALING AND RE-ENACTING 

CHAPTER 10 OF SUBPART A OF THE LA PLATA COUNTY CODE IN 

ITS ENTIRETY 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of La Plata County (“Board”) has the 

authority to exercise all County powers for the unincorporated areas of La Plata County, 

pursuant to C.R.S. § 30-11-103; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board has the authority to adopt regulations for the control and licensing of 

dogs and other pet animals, pursuant to C.R.S. § 30-15-101 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board has the authority to adopt ordinances to control most unleased or 

unclaimed animals, pursuant to C.R.S. § 30-15-401(1)(e); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Board has the authority to adopt and enforce ordinances and resolutions 

regarding health, safety and welfare issues as otherwise prescribed by law, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 

30-11-101(2) and 30-14-401 et seq.; and  

 

WHEREAS, Colorado counties possess those powers enumerated by the Colorado Constitution 

and Colorado Revised Statutes and such further incidental implied powers as are reasonably 

necessary to carry out the express powers; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board desires to establish reasonable regulations for the responsible and 

humane ownership and treatment of animals by requiring citizens to exercise control with respect 

to animals in a manner that preserves and protects the health, safety and welfare of the citizens 

and animals of La Plata County; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board has the authority to designate and assign personnel engaged in animal 

control to enforce regulations for the control and licensing of dogs and other pet animals by 

issuing citations or summons and complaints, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-15-105 and 30-15-402.5; 

and  
 

WHEREAS, the Board has the authority to impose fines for violation of such regulations, 

pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-15-102 and 30-15-402; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board previously adopted regulations for the control and licensing of dogs, as 

set forth in Article II of Chapter 10 of Subpart A of the La Plata County Code; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board finds that Chapter 10 requires amendments, additions and clarifications 

to adequately preserve and promote these goals; and 
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WHEREAS, on October 25, 2016, the Board of County Commissioners held a public meeting as 

part of a properly noticed business agenda to perform a first reading of this ordinance and receive 

evidence and testimony from county staff as well as members of the public; and  

 

WHEREAS, on     , 2016, the Board of County Commissioners held a 

public meeting as part of a properly noticed business agenda to perform a second and final 

reading of this ordinance and receive evidence and testimony from county staff as well as 

members of the public.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BASED UPON THE EVIDENCE AND TESTIMONY 

PRESENTED, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF LA PLATA, STATE OF COLORADO: 

 

Section 1.  The foregoing recitals are incorporated herein and made a part of this ordinance. 
 

Section 2.  Chapter 10 of Subpart A is hereby repealed in its entirety and re-enacted as set forth 

in Exhibit A, which is attached hereto and incorporated by reference. 
 

Section 3.  This ordinance shall apply within the unincorporated territory of La Plata County.  

This ordinance shall in no way limit application and enforcement of any statutes of the State of 

Colorado, but shall be in addition thereto. 
 

Section 4.  It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any provision of this ordinance. 
 

Section 5.  This ordinance may be enforced by any peace officers described in C.R.S. § 16-2.5-

101, as amended, or any other person or position designated by the Board of County 

Commissioners as animal control officers under this ordinance.  At this time, pursuant to 

contract, the Board of County Commissioner designates animal protection officers employed by 

the La Plata County Humane Society as animal control officers authorized to enforce provisions 

of Chapter 10.  The Board may designate additional enforcement officers in the future as needed. 

 

Section 6.  Pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-11-101(2), 30-15-102(1) and 30-15-402(1), any designated 

animal control officer or any arresting law enforcement officer enforcing this ordinance is hereby 

authorized to utilize the penalty assessment procedure provided in C.R.S. § 16-2-201, according 

to the terms and conditions set forth in Chapter 10 of the La Plata County Code.  
 

Section 7.  Pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-15-102(1) and 30-15-402(1), any violation of these 

regulations not involving bodily injury to a person shall be a class 2 petty offense, punishable, 

upon conviction, by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprisonment 

in the county jail for not more than ninety days, or by both such fine and imprisonment, for each 

separate offense.  Any offense involving bodily injury to any person shall be a class 2 

misdemeanor, punishable as provided for by C.R.S. § 18-1.3-501, as amended, for each separate 

offense.  Unless otherwise provided by law, all fines and penalties, and the surcharge thereon, for 

the violation of this ordinance shall be paid into the treasury of La Plata County.   
 

Section 8.  This ordinance shall be liberally construed so as to further its purposes. 
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Section 9.  If any portion of this ordinance is held to be invalid for any reason, such decision 

shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.  The Board of County 

Commissioners hereby declares this ordinance to be severable and further declares that it would 

have passed this ordinance and each part hereof irrespective of the fact that any one part be 

declared invalid. 
 

Section 10.  All other ordinances, resolutions or portions thereof inconsistent or conflicting with 

this ordinance or any portions hereof are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency or 

conflict. 

 

Section 11.  The enactment of this ordinance is necessary for the preservation and protection of 

the health, safety and welfare of the citizens and animals of La Plata County. 

 

Section 12.  Section 10-30(V) of Article I of Chapter 10, related to offenses for nuisance barking, 

shall take effect on March 1, 2017, to allow for education of County residents about the new law 

and to give animal control officers time to develop policies and procedures, as needed, for 

enforcement.  The remaining provisions of Article I of Chapter 10, as set forth in Exhibit A, shall 

become effective thirty (30) days after final publication of the ordinance, as provided by law; 

provided that any citations or summons and complaints issued under Chapter 10 prior to the 

effective date of this ordinance shall continue to be prosecuted under the provisions as they 

existed at the time of issuance of the citation or summons and complaint, including any appeals 

of the same. 

 

 

PASSED, ADOPTED, AND APPROVED by the Board of County Commissioners of the 

County of La Plata, Colorado on this _______________ day of ___________________, 2016. 

 

 

LA PLATA COUNTY, COLORADO 

Attest:       BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

 

_____________________________________        
Clerk to the Board     Brad Blake, Chair 

 

 

 

              

       Julie Westendorff, Vice Chair 

 

 

 

              

       Gwen Lachelt, Commissioner 
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STATE OF COLORADO   ) 

      )  ss. 

COUNTY OF LA PLATA   ) 

 

 

 

 I, Tiffany Parker, Clerk and Recorder of La Plata County, Colorado, do hereby certify 

that Ordinance No. O-2016-01 was regularly introduced and read at a business meeting of the 

Board of County Commissioners of La Plata County, Colorado on the 25th day of October, 2016, 

and was ordered to be and was published in accordance with the terms and conditions of the 

statutes in such cases in the Durango Herald, a newspaper of general circulation, on the _______ 

day of ______________, 2016, prior to its final consideration by the La Plata County Board of 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

 

      ________________________________ 

      Clerk and Recorder 

 

 

 

 

 I further certify that said Ordinance No. O-2016-01 was duly adopted by the La Plata 

County Board of County Commissioners on the second and final reading on the _____ day of 

_________, 2016, and that in accordance with instructions received from the La Plata County 

Board of County Commissioners, either the ordinance was published in full or the title of the 

ordinance along with the full text of any amendments and reference to the date of the initial 

publication was published in the Durango Herald on the ________ day of _________, 2016. 

 

 

 

      ________________________________ 

      Clerk and Recorder 

 

 

 


